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U.S. Congress Conference Committee Completes
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Published: Wednesday, May 23, 1990
On May 22, the House and Senate conference committee completed negotiations on a
supplementary spending bill including $420 million for Panama, and $300 million for Nicaragua. The
$4 billion bill was headed for final approval in the two chambers, likely prior to the 12-day Memorial
Day recess beginning May 25. Supporters of a 50% military aid cut to El Salvador said that they had
a slim majority. Under terms of the legislation, if the Salvadoran government failed to pursue peace
talks with the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front, the rest of the aid would be suspended.
If the rebels demonstrated bad faith in the peace talks, the aid could be restored. Lobbyists for
religious, labor and human rights groups, swarmed over the Capitol throughout the day pressuring
members of Congress for approval of restrictions on aid to El Salvador. Administration officials
have called on congresspersons to defeat the measure when it comes to a final vote. On May 17,
a congressional conference committee removed abortion and death penalty provisions from the
supplemental spending bill. President Bush had threatened to veto the bill unless the provision
permitting the city of Washington, DC, to use its own funds in assisting poor women to obtain
abortions was removed. Bush had nothing to say about the expansion of the death penalty in the
capital city. (Basic data from New York Times, 05/18/90; AP, 05/22/90)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

